John R. Rice was born in Tulsa, OK on June 6, 1934. He lived in several small Oklahoma towns and Addis Ababa, Ethiopia before entering Oklahoma State University in 1951. He studied mathematics there (B.S. 1954, M.S. 1956 ) and then at the California Institute of Technology (Ph.D. 1959 
JOHN R. RICE Biographical and Professional Notes
Rice's early research work was mostly in mathematics. He wrote several books and many papers in nonlinear approximation theory, but he always had a strong interest in computers. His very first technical publication in 1953, as a college sophomore, was entitled Electronic Brains. In 1969 he published a leading textbook of the day, Introduction to Computer Science. Over the years his research gradually shifted to scientific computing, and now he works primarily in the areas of the numerical solution of partial differential equations, parallel computation, computational intelligence, and problem-solving environments.
Rice's preeminent professional contribution was as founder and Editorin-Chief of the ACM Transactions on Mathematical Software (1975 Software ( -1993 . This journal became the cornerstone for the discipline of mathematical software; the citation for his 1994 election to the National Academy of Numerical Software, 1977-present) , and Vice President/Trustee of the International Association for Mathematics and Computers in Simulation (IMACS, 1994 -present) . He has participated in over 250 scientific conferences, and was a principal speaker in more than 50 of them.
Rice is the author or co-author of over 20 books and 250 scientific articles. These are roughly divided into scientific areas as follows (many fall into more than one area): Approximation theory-46, Dyksen (1982 ), Ivan Huerta (1983 ), Calvin Ribbens (1986 ), Rakesh Sharma (1986 ), Scott McFaddin (1992 ), and Tzvetan Drashansky (1996 . In 1998 he was named a charter member of the Great Teachers of Purdue University.
